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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on May 
22 nd , 2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 13, 2, 6, 7, 8, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kuo (US 6,600,708) in view of McCracken et al. (US 4,355,365). 

Regarding claim 13: 
Kuo discloses: 

A method for changing an access speed of an optical disk drive (column 1 , lines 
5-15), comprising: 

providing a first input port of a control circuit for changing the access speed of a 
motor (column 4, lines 25-40), 
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pressing the button to change the potential of the first input port (column 4, lines 
35-45); and 

driving the motor to change the access speed of the optical disk drive (column 4, 
lines 25-45), 

wherein the button is selected from the group consisting of play, pause, fast 
forward, and rewind (column 4, lines 1-15). 
Kuo does not disclose: 

a RC circuit connected to the control circuit, and a button of the optical disk drive 
connected to the RC circuit. 
McCracken discloses: 

a RC circuit connected to a control circuit, and a button connected to the RC 
circuit (Fig. 6; column 8, lines 40-50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include in Kuo a RC circuit connected to the control circuit, and a button of 
the optical disk drive connected to the RC circuit, as taught by McCracken. 

The rationale is as follows: 

Kuo discloses that the length of time the button is pressed is used to determine 
whether or not to activate the control circuit: i.e., if the button is depressed one thing 
happens, but if it is depressed longer than a preselected amount of time another thing 
happens. 
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However, Kuo does not disclose the specific details of how it is determined how 
long the button has been held, just that if it is depressed for more than 1 second it 
performs the second function. 

McCracken discloses a circuit that performs different functions based on how 
long a button has been held, using an RC circuit. McCracken discloses that if it is 
depressed for more than 1 second it performs the second function. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to use the circuit disclosed by McCracken 
because it is used for the same purpose, because some type of circuit is necessary to 
implement the function disclosed by Kuo, and because one of ordinary skill could have 
used the simple circuit disclosed by McCracken in Kuo with predictable results. 

Regarding claim 2: 

Kuo in view of McCracken discloses: 

wherein the button is connected to a second input port of the control circuit (one 
input port activates the controls signal that changes the speed, the other performs the 
regular function of that button, and therefore this must be true for it to function). 

Regarding claim 3: 

Kuo in view of McCracken discloses: 

wherein the first input port is coupled with a capacitor and a resistor; one end of 
the capacitor is connected to a ground, and the other end of the resistor is connected to 
the second input port (apparent from McCracken Fig. 6: the capacitor 133 is connected 
to ground, the resistor 129 is connected between the two ports, one through a switch). 

Regarding claims 7-9: 
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All elements positively recited have already been identified with respect to earlier 
rejections. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 4, 5, 10, and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claim 4: 

The closest prior art of record, Kuo in view of McCracken, does not disclose the 
specific connections between the buttons and ports in the claim. This limitation in 
combination with the other limitations of the claim renders it allowable over the prior art 
of record. 

Regarding claim 5: 

It is allowable due to its dependence on claim 4. 
Regarding claims 1 0 and 1 1 : 

They contain language similar to that of claims 4 and 5. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed May 22 nd , 2008 have been fully considered but are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 



Application/Control Number: 10/680,258 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2627 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher R. Lamb whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5264. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM Monday to 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (571 ) 272-4090. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Joseph H. Feild/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2627 
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